
From Service to Success ~ Message Series 
 

Pastor Dave Marquard 
 

From Service to Success ~ Message # 1 ~ 10/6/19 
 
 
The Kingdom of God is a backward Kingdom. 
 

- The way to receive is to give, Luke 6:38. 
- The way to live is to die to oneself, John 12:25. 
- The way to be exalted is to make yourself low (humbled), Matt. 23:12. 
- So also, the way to succeed is to serve, Matt. 23:11. 

 
A lesson from the Master, Matt. 20:20-28. 
 

- Let’s set the scene for this occurrence.  At this point, Jesus had spent over 3 
years pouring himself into these men.  He is now headed to Jerusalem to be 
crucified. 

- Jesus is at the most pivotal point in His life. 
- James and John, Zebedee’s sons, the “sons of thunder” have their MOTHER 

go and approach Jesus with a question regarding their ambition. 
- They wanted to BE somebody.   
- Yet in God’s Kingdom, the way to the top is strive for the bottom, seek 

humility. 
- Man’s ways are not God’s ways, Isaiah 55:8-9. 
- The Jewish nation, as well as the Apostles, misunderstood the Messiah’s role 

and the Kingdom He was about to set up. 
- James and John were not looking to serve, they were looking to rule!  

 
Can you pay My price? 
 

- I believe that Jesus tried to discourage them by telling them, you have no 
idea what you are asking for. 

- Any level of leadership has a price to pay to get there.  The greater the 
level of leadership, the greater the price to pay. 



- Before you set your sights on something, ask yourself what will it cost me to 
get there.   

- When James & John answered Jesus, they had no idea what they were 
signing on for.  

 
  Service equals leadership in God’s Kingdom. 
 

- The Psalmist had the right idea when he wrote Ps. 84:10-12. 
- Do not boast in yourself, it is God who promotes. 
- In the hand of the Lord there is a cup and we at best are able to drink from 

that cup.  What it contains for us is up to the Lord. 
- The scriptures are plain, if you humble yourself, God will exalt you, 1Peter 

5:6. 
- Jesus gives the Apostles a new behavior pattern; LEARN TO SERVE!!! 
- This is not so much an action as a heart condition.   
- Our ambition should not be to lead, but to serve. 
- It is in serving that we open the door to our own success.  Success in life is a 

God idea, John 10:10. 
  



From Service to Success ~ Message # 2 ~ 10/13/19 
 
We live in a backward Kingdom. 
 

- The way to receive is to give (Luke 6:38), the way to be filled is to empty 
yourself. 

- The way to live is to die to oneself, John 12:25. 
- The way to be exalted is to make yourself low (humbled), Matt. 23:12. 
- The way to succeed is to serve others, Matt. 23:11. 

 
Another lesson from the Master, John 13:1-5, 12-17. 
 

a) Jesus is on the verge of sacrifice.  He gives to the Apostles one of their most 
important lessons. 

b) Jesus then humbles Himself, strips down to a servant’s attire and then 
washes the disciples feet.   

c) Jesus purpose in doing this was to set an example for us.  We cannot be a 
servant of the King and not do what He has done, John 12:26. 

d) One of the things that stops us from doing service in the category of washing 
someone’s feet is pride in self, Matt. 16:24-25. 

e) The love of God for other people will cause you to overcome pride, Eph. 
5:1-2. 

f) Jesus tells us in several places, we are not greater than He is, so we must be 
willing to do the things that He has done, Matt. 10:24, Luke 6:40, John 
15:20. 

 
Esteeming others. 
 

- You cannot be a servant of others from the heart, unless you are determine to 
adhere to Phil. 2:3-4 

- Your estimate of others is simply the perspective you take on them. 
- Your perspective of others stems from your will.  How you perceive is 

simply a matter of what you choose to look at. 
- Paul challenges us later in the same chap. to think like Christ Jesus, Phil. 

2:5-8. 
 

Be a servant yet walk in the authority you have been given. 
 



- How can I walk as a servant before those I am in charge of? Jesus is a good 
example.  His heart was to be of service to all people, but He never forgot 
the position that God had given to Him, and He walked in it. 

 
This is not a heavy burden but a light one, Matt. 11:28-30. 
 

- We labor under the yoke of the world, position, power, pride, arrogance.  
These yokes are heavy and we must always maintain them. 

- Because meekness is thought of as weakness, people shy away from it.  Yet 
the meekness of Jesus is anything but weak.  Meek is from the Greek 
“prautēs.” 

- Jesus tells us to take up His yoke which is easy and is but a light burden. 
 


