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The Day in which we live. 
 

- In the day in which we live, there is a strong tendency to live for one’s self, 2Tim. 
3:1-5. 

- “What’s in it for me” is the cry of the land.   
- The best life lived is a life lived for others, Phil 2:3-4. 
- Notice that rivalry or conceit takes regard of self, whereas humility shows 

deference to others, 1Co. 10:24. 
 
Why we live, 2Co. 5:14-15. 
 

- First Paul says here that Christ died FOR us. 
- By virtue of the fact that Christ died for us, then God reckons us dead with Christ. 
- You cannot pick and choose what you want to accept in Christ. 
- If we must accept the FACT that he died for us, we must now live for Him!! 
- The BIG QUESTION is; Who Do You Live For?? 

 
Counting the cost, Luke 14:25-32. 
 

- The disciples are now ready to set up an earthly kingdom. Jesus turns and sticks a 
big pin in their balloon.  His comments are like a glass of ice water in the face. 

- Jesus tells the crowd to stop and look at what this walk you have started is going 
to cost you.  

- He begins to lay out the GREAT expense of following Him. 
- It is easy to be a follower of Jesus, it is much harder to be his disciple. 

Matt. 7:21-23, Rev. 3:17. 
 
Let’s look at what Peter told us to do, 1Peter 4:1-2. 

 
- We must equip ourselves with the same thoughts and purpose, that serving Christ 

is going to cause us some suffering.   
- What kind of suffering?  Is it sickness and disease; or is it the death of a loved one 

so that Jesus can teach us something?   
- Absolutely not!!  It is the suffering of denying ourselves and putting others first. 
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- The reason we are to arm ourselves with the same purpose as Christ is to live for 
God, to live for his will, to live to please the one who died for me, 2Co. 5:15. 

- There is a cost to following Jesus and we must count that cost before we follow 
him. 

 
There is a cost but there is also a GREAT reward.  
 

- There is a reward that far outweighs the cost. 
- Mark 10:28-30 
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Why we live, 2Co. 5:14-15. 

- First of all, Paul states that it is the LOVE of Christ that controls him! 
- Love should be our motivator, focus, ideal, guide, encourager, hope for our future. 
- When we accept Christ, we must accept everything that relates to him. 
- If we live for ourselves after accepting Christ, we are living improperly before 

God!!!  Is the love of Christ controlling you?  Who do you live for? 
- One of the essential qualities of a Christian is that you will lay down self for 

others.  Suffering for Christ is part of our living for Christ Phil 3:7-11. 
 

Christ, our example, Ro. 15:1-4. 
- Your job as a child of God is to work to please others, even at your own expense. 
- The stronger we get, the more we are to bear the weaknesses of others. 
- We need to make a major shift in our thinking; from what’s in it for me, to how 

do I help someone else. 
- Our reference point is Christ Jesus himself.  Christ did not please himself but gave 

his life as a ransom for others, Gal. 6:1-2. 
 
Paul’s attitude, 1Co. 9:19-23. 

- Paul proclaims that even though he is free from all men, he has intentionally 
made himself a slave to all men, for the purpose of winning them to Christ. 

- What an incredible attitude, “I have become all things to all men, that I may by 
all means save some.”   

- His focus in life was to do all things for the sake of the Gospel, V23.  He was a 
man of focus and purpose and his purpose was beyond this life!! 

 
Beneficial actions, 1Co 10:23-33? 

- We should ask the question, does it edify or build up?  Not, is it lawful? 
- The Holy Spirit’s ultimate command to us, through the writings of the Apostle are 

this: Whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God, V31. 
- Work to please all men, even at the expense of self. 

 
A heart attitude. 

- Again, it is easy to be a follower of Christ, but it is much harder to be a disciple! 
- The decision, to be Christ like,  takes you from the crowd, into His inner circle. 
- There were 3 types of followers that you saw around Jesus, the multitude, the 

provisional followers and lastly, the true disciples.   
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- First, the Multitude. The multitude had comfort but not closeness!!!!  The 
multitude is a good starting point for a Christian, but God never intends for his 
children to stay among the multitude. 

- Secondly, the Provisional.  The provisional followers would follow only on 
certain conditions but when demand was put on them, they had excuses as to why 
they could not follow beyond where they were, Luke 9:57-62. 

- Third and lastly, True Disciples.  True disciples, bear the burden of ministry, 
Matt. 19:27. 

- True disciples count the cost but are willing to pay it anyway, 2Tim. 2:8-13. 
 


